
C O A S T  E P I S C O PA L S C H O O L  ·   E D U C AT I O N A L F R E E D O M  TA X  C R E D I T

Give $1,700 / Individual Filer
or $3,400 / Married Filing Jointly Couple
Keep your take-home pay the same.
How to adjust your W-4 so your EFTC gift comes out of taxes you already owe

REDIRECT

≈ $0  net change to your pay



Educational information only, not tax advice. Based on IRS proposed regulations; subject to change. Confirm your numbers with your tax preparer or 
irs.gov/W4App.

Three steps, no change to your take-home pay

1 Give monthly

Individual  $141.67/mo
Couple  $283.33/mo

Set up a recurring gift on the 
CES/ACE portal for the year's 
total.

2 Update your W-4

Individual  +$1,700
Couple  +$3,400

Add your gift amount to line 3 
of a new W-4 and give it to 
payroll in January 2027.

3 Paycheck goes up

Individual  +$141.67/mo
Couple  +$283.33/mo

Less federal tax is withheld, so 
your paycheck rises by about 
the amount you give.

Result: your gift and your paycheck increase cancel out. Net change ≈ $0, and you claim the full credit: $1,700 per 
individual filer, $3,400 per married couple filing jointly.
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Educational information only, not tax advice. Based on IRS proposed regulations; subject to change. Confirm your numbers with your tax preparer or 
irs.gov/W4App.

Where to make the change on your W-4
Form W-4 (2026)   Employee’s Withholding Certificate

Step 3:
Claim 
Dependent and 
Other Credits

(a) Multiply the number of qualifying children 
under age 17 by $2,200 $  4,400

(b) Multiply the number of other dependents 
by $500 $  0

Add the amounts from Steps 3(a) and 3(b), 
plus the amount for other credits. Enter the 
total here

3 $  7,800

Sample for illustration only. Use the official form from your employer or irs.gov.

Add your gift to line 3
 

Example: married couple, two 
children, giving $3,400
 

2 children × $2,200 = $4,400
Other dependents = $0
EFTC gift = $3,400
Line 3 total = $7,800
 

No children? Enter just $1,700 
(or $3,400) on line 3.
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Educational information only, not tax advice. Based on IRS proposed regulations; subject to change. Confirm your numbers with your tax preparer or 
irs.gov/W4App.

Married couple, two children: before
BEFORE · no EFTC gift

Step 3, close up

Filing status Married filing 
jointly

3(a) 2 children × $2,200 $4,400

3(b) Other dependents —

Line 3 total $4,400
This is a typical W-4 for a family claiming two children. Nothing is 
entered for other credits yet.
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Educational information only, not tax advice. Based on IRS proposed regulations; subject to change. Confirm your numbers with your tax preparer or 
irs.gov/W4App.

Married couple, two children: after
AFTER · EFTC gift of $3,400

Step 3, close up

3(a) 2 children × $2,200 $4,400

EFTC gift (other credits) + $3,400

Line 3 total $7,800

Paycheck change (monthly) ≈ +$283.33

The only change is line 3. Give $283.33 a month through the 
CES/ACE portal and take-home pay stays about the same.
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Educational information only, not tax advice. Based on IRS proposed regulations; subject to change. Confirm your numbers with your tax preparer or 
irs.gov/W4App.

Single, no children: before
BEFORE · no EFTC gift

Step 3, close up

Filing status Single

3(a) Children —

3(b) Other dependents —

Line 3 total blank

A single person with no dependents usually leaves Step 3 blank.
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Educational information only, not tax advice. Based on IRS proposed regulations; subject to change. Confirm your numbers with your tax preparer or 
irs.gov/W4App.

Single, no children: after
AFTER · EFTC gift of $1,700

Step 3, close up

3(a) Children —

EFTC gift (other credits) + $1,700

Line 3 total $1,700

Paycheck change (monthly) ≈ +$141.67

Enter $1,700 on line 3. Give $141.67 a month through the 
CES/ACE portal and take-home pay stays about the same.
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Educational information only, not tax advice. Based on IRS proposed regulations; subject to change. Confirm your numbers with your tax preparer or 
irs.gov/W4App.

How much each paycheck changes
Payroll spreads your line 3 amount across the year. Set your gift to match your pay schedule.

Pay schedule Paychecks per year Gift of $1,700 Couple: $3,400

Monthly 12 $141.67 $283.33

Twice a month 24 $70.83 $141.67

Every two weeks 26 $65.38 $130.77

Weekly 52 $32.69 $65.38

Amounts assume the new W-4 is in place for every paycheck from January. Starting later spreads the change over fewer 
paychecks.
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Educational information only, not tax advice. Based on IRS proposed regulations; subject to change. Confirm your numbers with your tax preparer or 
irs.gov/W4App.

Check these before you change your W-4

Owe enough tax

You need at least $1,700 in federal income tax 
per giver: roughly $39,500+ income if single, 
$47,000+ if married.

Nov. & Dec. 2026
Apply for Tax Credit
Log in to the CES/ACE co-branded 
portal. Set up your payments to 
begin January 1, 2027.
portal.acescholarships.org Scan to give

January 2027

Turn in your adjusted W-4 to your payroll 
manager. The credit applies to gifts made on or 
after Jan. 1, 2027, claimed on the 2027 Tax 
return.

Questions?

CES Business Office
228-452-9442 · business@myces.org
Check your numbers: irs.gov/W4App
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https://portal.acescholarships.org/donor?id=donate&partner=PAR0001169

